
Luxury Apartments and Social Housing 
in Central Dublin 

 
Project in brief 
 
 

This large steel-framed structure 

with adjoining Georgian building 

occupies a prominent position on 

Burgh Quay.  Formerly occupied by 

the Irish Press, the building was 

developed as the new National 

Immigration Centre for the combined 

staff of the Department of Justice, 

the Department of Foreign Affairs 

and the Garda Immigration Bureau. 
 

The project included the refurbish-

ment of the basement, complete 

with space-saving car lift; the infilling 

of several storeys of floor formerly 

occupied by the huge printing press; 

the addition of three set back floors; 

and the refurbishment of the  

Georgian House. The building was 

totally re-clad in stone work and 

glazed curtain walling. 

 

Key features 
 

The removal of a heavily loaded  
(230 tonnes) basement column for 
vehicular access needed the  
installation of twin 305UC283 (grade 
50) grid jumper beams.  
 

Increased loading from the additional 
flooring and change of use, required 
existing piled foundations  to be 
strengthened. This was achieved by 
additional low-headroom mini-piles 
on RC ring-beams secured to the 
existing pilecaps. 
 

The construction of a new lift shaft 
serving the basement required the 
temporary removal of two heavily 
loaded pilecaps and their subsequent 
reinstatement at a lower level. 

Burgh Quay before reconstruction 
 

Project  2938: Office New Build 
 

13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 
 

 

Client: Maple Holdings + NABCO 
Architects: Brian Hogan 

Value: €15m (2008) 
 

LeeMcCullough team: 
Lorcan O’Flannery 
 

Project scope: 

 Basement car park 

 Apartments and office space 

 Poor ground conditions 

 Environmentally friendly structure 

 

Project in brief 
 
Th i s  l a r ge  deve l o pmen t         
comprised a basement car park 
supporting a six storey private 
apartment block with ground 
floor office space and a four   
storey block of NABCO social     
housing.  The dwellings were       
efficiently fabricated using the     
precast concrete twin-wall system 
and uti l ised kitchen and        
bathroom pods for additional 
speed of        construction. 
 
The project included an extensive    
basement car park over the entire 
footprint of the site, complete 
with a large stormwater         
attenuation tank concealed     
beneath the access ramp; and a 
podium slab supporting a paved  
central plaza nestled       between 
two b locks  o f  pr imar i l y           
residential  accommodation.  The 
contract included the demolition 
of several industrial units, and      
required careful consideration 
with regard to the foundations of 
adjacent structures. 

 
 
 
 
Key features 
 

The  re in fo rced  conc re te         
substructure (basement box and 
podium slab) was constructed 
using 70% GGBS  concrete which 
both enhanced its strength and 
waterproofing  properties, and 
also provided  significant CO2 
savings for superior environ-
mental efficiency. 
 
The site had been contaminated 
by previous industrial activities, 
so an extensive environmental 
assessment was commissioned. 
 
The site investigation revealed an 
uncharted watercourse and the 
ground was particularly poor.  
The foundations were carefully 
piled to provide adequate support 
and safeguard against differential 
settlement. The basement box 
was carefully tanked to provide a 
suitably dry   environment. 
 

Project  3559: Mixed Use - New Build 
 

14-16 South Gloucester Street 

 

Engineering New Buildings 
 
For more than 30 years, we at 
L e e M c C u l l o u g h  h a v e  b e e n  
prov id ing  s t ructu ra l  and c iv i l           
engineering services for new buildings  
in the  commercial, education, leisure, 
retail, and residential sectors.   
 
Key aspects of our services are: 
 
 An open, collaborative philosophy 

providing engineering design      
solutions that are appropriate for 
the specific project, will support 
architectural creativity and are   
cost-effective in delivery  

 
 A close working relationship with all 

parties involved; effective team   
participation; and knowledgeable 
and experienced integration with 
other service providers 

 
 A professional commitment to our 

client’s projects; delivering a flexible 
and quality service, cost efficient 
and on time. 

 
At LeeMcCullough we provide senior, 
experienced personnel supported by the 
required resources, to lead our        
i n vo l v emen t  i n  y ou r  p r o j e c t ,           
demonstration of our commitment  to 
provide excellent client service and   
quality/innovative, design solutions. 
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